
PROCLAMATION UPON THE DEATH OF WOODROW 
WILSON, FEBR-UARY 3, 1924 

To the People of the United States: 
The death of Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 

States from March 4, 1913, to March 4, 1921, which 
occurred at 11: 15 o'clock today at his home at Washing
ton, District of Columbia, deprives the country of a most 
distinguished citizen, and is an event which causes uni
versal and genuine sorrow. To many of us it brings the 
sense of a profound personal bereavement. 

His early profession as a lawyer was abandoned to enter 
academic life. In this chosen field he attained the highest 
rank as an educator, and has left his impress upon the in
tellectual thought of the country. From the Presidency of 
Princeton University he was called by his fell ow citizens 
to be the Chief Executive of the State of New Jersey. The 
duties of this high office he so conducted as to win the 
confidence of the people of the lTnited States, who twice 
elected him to the Chief Magistracy of the Republic. As 
President of the United States he was moved by an earnest 
desire to promote the best interests of the country as he 
conceived them. His acts were prompted by high motives 
and his sincerity of purpose can not be questioned. He 
led the nation through the terrific struggle of the world 
war with a lofty idealism which never failed him. He 
gave utterance to the aspiration of humanity with an 
eloquence which held the attenfl.on of all the earth and 
made America a new and enlarged influence in the destiny 
of mankind. 

In testimony of the respect in which his memory is held 
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by the Government and people of the United States, I do 
hereby direct that the flags of the White House and of the 
several Departmental buildings be displayed at half staff for 
a period of thirty days, and that suitable military and naval 
honors under orders of the Secretary of War and of the 
Secretary of the Navy may be rendered on the day of the 
funeral. 




